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Columbus Preparatory Acad-
emy is a charter school in 
Columbus, Ohio.  The building 
is located on a wooded site 
with gently sloping hills.  It 
is a school that stresses high 
achievement with the goal of 
student admission into top-
ranked colleges and universi-
ties.

W H I T L E Y  M A N U F A C T U R I N G
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Columbus Preparatory Acad-
emy initially planned to reno-
vate their existing building 
section by section.  This would 
have led to constant shifting 
of their students to different 
sections, placing students in a 
construction zone and disrupt-
ing the learning environment, 
and dragging out the con-
struction timeline.  After this 
plan was rejected, the school 
settled on a modular design 
to accomodate all of their 450 
students.

Completed in only 52 days, the 
modular school had space for 
everyone.  Energy efficient heat-
ing and cooling systems insured 
minimized operational costs.  
Other savings came from de-
sign modifications enabled by 
Whitley’s in-house design team.  
Further, the use of energy ef-
ficient systems yielded a school 
that was relatively inexpensive 
to operate.  Within a year, the 
energy savings would begin to 
provide a return on investment.
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